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Pastor’s Article
Wade and I, along with my mom, spent some time in Ohio the last week of August – it was a
somewhat last-minute trip. After hearing the news that my grandma had fallen and my
grandpa had a stroke, we felt the urgency to go spend some time with them. It was Wade’s
first time meeting his great-grandparents, and we truly learned that baby smiles can
sometimes be the best medicine. We know that time is precious and life is fragile, so it was
important to have Wade visit our family in Ohio. We are so thankful that both my grandma
and grandpa are doing alright. They have some bumps in the road ahead of them, but
they’re strong and resilient, ready to take on this next season of life.
As we drove through the rollercoaster roads (what I always called the hilly Ohio roads when
I was young), I listened to stories from my grandma and grandpa of when they were young –
the adventures they had on their bikes, the best rivers to cool off in, the best place to buy
“pop” (which was a place called Molly’s Cheese House!), and the churches they both grew up
in.
My grandparents are people who have incredible faith. Generations upon generations have
passed their faith along until it reached my grandparents, and then my mom, and now to
me, and already to Wade. My grandparents couldn’t believe the changes that are happening
in the church. Our service is broadcasted to the internet every week? We have most of our
meetings through the computer? We sometimes use individually packed wafers and juice for
communion?
Yes, yes, and yes. The church continues to change with
our changing society. But one thing we agreed on is that
God continues to move within the faith community. Faith
is still vibrant. Relationships still are real. Ministry is still
happening. God is with us as we navigate all of these
changes within the life of the church.
Wade will not remember this trip, but he has a lot of
pictures he’ll be able to look back on. I’ll tell him stories
about his great-grandparents’ upbringing and their church
and what their faith meant to them. And I’ll reassure him
that the church will continue to change in his lifetime
– who knows what it will look like down the road – and that
God will guide and lead the church still. What an exciting
thing to be a part of!

God’s Peace,
Pastor Molly

Wade meeting his greatgrandparents for the first
time!

Beginnings. Every piece of written work has a beginning. Beginnings provide
us with background information, guidance as to the way authors expect us to
read their book, and sometimes even hints about the end of the story.
The Gospels are no different. The authors of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
each have a unique beginning to their account of Jesus. Each has a different
focus, a different theme, a different writing style. The beginnings of each
Gospel can help us make sense of what is to follow…and what is important to
each author.
Pastor Molly will be hosting a Bible Study series the four Wednesdays of
September (9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28) on these Beginnings. There will be two
options to join each Wednesday, with the content being the same at each:
• 10:00am in-person in the fellowship hall at AMF
• 7:00pm virtually through Zoom, link sent out each Wednesday morning
Be on the lookout in our weekly bulletins for pre-reading to help you
prepare for each Wednesday’s study. Hope to see you there!

A Renewed Opportunity to work with young people is coming in October. The
Montagnard Tutoring Program will have a new name, new meeting time, and
new opportunities for those interested in being a mentor to a student in
elementary, middle school, or high school. It will still be a collaborative
ministry with Community in Christ Lutheran Church in Cornelius. We need
volunteers to mentor students and help with homework assignments. There is
no need to be a professional teacher, just the desire to help a neighbor.
Sessions will take place on Tuesday evenings at the church beginning in
October. Evenings will begin at 5:45pm with a supper provided by a member of
Community in Christ. Each volunteer will have a specific student/s to mentor
for the school year. You will have time to learn about each other, work on
weekly homework assignments, possibly build a project, and enjoy some time
playing games with others. These sessions will run from 6:00pm-7:00pm. For
more information watch for updates in our weekly bulletins and/or contact
Libby Holman (libholman@gmail.com) for more information.
COFFEE
Christ Offers Forgiveness For Everyone Everywhere
Join us for continued fellowship this month! We’ll have
coffee and tea each Sunday morning in September at
9:00am. Come early for fellowship with one another
before we worship together.

Family Life
Since May our team has supported the social Ministry by helping with Food Truck
Thursdays. Unfortunately, because of bad weather and miscommunication we had to cancel.
We are hoping to continue this in the fall.
Christmas in July was awesome. Lots of work from all the teams: (Worship, Outreach.
Family Life) made this event possible. The money that was received from the cookout went
towards expenses and the food that was left over went to Outreach for the Belhaven children’s
cookout.
Coffee fellowship has begun. Light snacks and drinks are also available.
Anyone interested in joining our team. Please contact Diana Graham. So far, we have been
meeting virtually.
God Bless, Your Family Life Team:
Diana Graham - Team Leader, Karen Bryant, Amanda Graham, Debra Sarvela, & Libby Holman
Property
As we plan to start using more of the AMF
classrooms, we are finding that they are in need
of some serious cleaning and TLC. The
janitorial service was not cleaning AMF spaces
that were unused since the pandemic, but that
will be addressed moving forward. In the near
future, we are hopeful that our devoted
volunteers can help with some of the initial
clean-up work. This may include dusting, floor
mopping, window cleaning and decluttering. More information will follow, as
"clean-up days" will be coordinated by the LMM
and WELCA groups.

Learning Team
The Learning Team has been planning
for a Youth Ministry for our children
and their parents. It will begin on
September 4 and meet on the
1st Sundays of the month following
worship. A Baptismal Promises
bookshelf is being built to be put in the
narthex. This bookshelf will feature
books focused on the promises made
during Baptism. The books will be
available to be checked out. It will be
dedicated on Reformation Sunday.

AMF's 16-year-old HVAC unit that heats and
cools the Sanctuary is worn out, so a
replacement unit will be installed soon.
Thankfully, AMF has been planning this for
several years and the church has the funds set
aside to take care of this major expense. Once
the new one is installed, our energy bills should
decrease due to more efficient heating and
cooling of this big space.

Outreach
Outreach Ministry is sponsoring “God’s
work …Our Hands” by providing a meal
for 3 fire stations the weekend of Sept.
17th and 18th. The stations are 25
Pleasant Grove Rd., Station 21 on Little
Rock Rd, and Station 33 on Mt HollyHuntersville Rd. Each location has been
visited and date and times have been
selected by each station.
Each station will have a sign-up sheet
so that all can help provide food for the
shift plus additional goodies for next
shifts as well. Please sign up to help
provide for one station.
Team leaders and their phone # at top
of each poster.

We are also installing a new HVAC unit in the
wall of the Fellowship Building. Last year, the
wall unit in the kitchen was replaced, and now
the unit in the opposite wall has failed. This is
not a huge expense and Eric Hoffman Service
Company has agreed to donate the
installation.

Resource Board
The Resource Ministry Team met on August 24. Present for the meeting were Kathy
Dukes, Joann Dimmer, Terry Saunders, Junior Bryant, Greg Damron and Rick Rozzelle.
Doug Wells was also present to present a Property Team topic. The following summary
of the discussions provides an update on AMF’s fiscal activities and overall financial
health.
1. The question of filing for sales and use tax reimbursements from the state was
discussed. Resource decided to pursue reimbursement for the past 3 years for
purchases over $500.
2. We briefly discussed the fiscal health of the church. Overall, for the year we are
back to being in relatively good shape, with expenditures being close to receipts.
Thanks goes to our congregation for pitching in and helping us to get caught up
financially. We also received a $5,000 check for use of the lower parking lot by a
contractor who is working nearby and needs week-day parking for their employees.
3. Given that the finances are looking OK through August, Resource agreed to
recommend to Personnel that the third quarter bonuses for staff be approved for
release in September.
4. The 2023 budget was discussed. The following was decided:
•
•

Start with the 2022 budget numbers and request feedback from the Ministry
teams as to any essential increases for 2023.
Ministry teams should be encouraged to think of their 2023 budget needs
with a plan to return to full service.

5. A debit card for AMF has been obtained. It will draw from a separate bank account
with a target balance of just $1,000, to reduce the potential losses should the card
be compromised. Terry and Pastor Molly each have a card. The use of the cards
will be limited to those situations where a card is the only good option available for
payment.
6. Doug discussed the need for an HVAC replacement for the sanctuary. He has
received 3 proposals. Resource agreed that there are sufficient funds in the capital
reserves fund should Council elect to go with any of these options.

Worship
Worship Team has been busy these past few months. A training/refresher course for our
altar guild team took place in August. If you missed it and want to learn more
information about this important team, reach out to Jan Huskey. We have also been
working hard to enhance our livestream. There are now overlays that pop up while
worship is happening to make it more user friendly for people watching online. If you
haven't seen our online worship service, go check it out on our YouTube channel (by
searching for A Mighty Fortress Charlotte, NC on youtube.com) or accessing worship
through our website (amflc.org). More livestream operators are being trained too. If
you're interested in operating the livestream on Sunday mornings, reach out to Karl
Kuekes.

The 44th annual Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk is October 16,
2022. This year’s walk will be at the American Legion Memorial
Stadium at 1:30, or it can be “virtual”. (Virtual means we walk
“where we are” – we can walk around our church neighborhood,
your own yard, or walk in spirit from the comfort of your
couch.)
To be a part of the AMF walk contact Sharon Johnson at 704392-1932 to let her know your t-shirt size and how you want to walk with year, and
then go to charlottecropwalk.org and register to join the A Mighty Fortress Lutheran
Church CROP Walk team.
In 2021 the Charlotte CROP Walk had the highest recorded donations in many years $220,000. AMF had an excellent year as well with its highest number of walkers and
donations!!!!! Plan now to participate in 2022. “Be a fighter”! Help fight hunger and
poverty in Charlotte and around the world.
Please share with anyone else you think may be interested in joining our team as a
CROP walker.

Thank you Joe Brigman for a wonderful
Charlotte tour for the WELCA ladies - we
had a great time!

Have you seen cars in our
lower parking lot during the
weekdays? We have allowed
the construction employees
to park in our lower lot
while they work on the
nearby school. They are
renting our lower lot for
$5,000 during the
construction phase.

The next meeting of the AMF
Women’s Group will be September
13 at 4:00 in the AMF Fellowship
Building. Everyone is asked to
bring an appetizer or a salad. All
Women of AMF are
welcome. ZOOM access will also
be available.

A great end to a wonderful Summer Reading Program at
Belhaven! Thanks to everyone who helped make this possible!

Anniversaries
Kasey & Matt Shaw – September 8th
Edna Chirico & John Huber – September 18th
Birthdays
Betty Sigmon – September 3rd
Leslie Brigman – September 12th
Brian Pitoniak – September 16th
Gordon Frampton – September 16th
Becky Jessee – September 17th
Linda Price – September 23rd
Sonja Frampton – September 27th
Amy Johnson – September 30th
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Youth Group
after Worship
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6
Family Life
Meeting
6:30 p.m.
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Meeting after
Worship
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WELCA
Meeting
4:00 p.m.
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*Pastor’s Bible
Study
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30

*Pastor’s Bible
Study
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Learning Team
Meeting
10:00 a.m.
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*Pastor’s Bible
Study
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Outreach
Meeting
4:00 p.m.

*Pastor’s Bible
Study

*10:00 a.m. – in-person in fellowship hall
7:00 p.m. – through Zoom

