A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church
15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 18th, 2022

The season of Pentecost makes up almost half the church year. The Sundays
following Pentecost are marked as “ordinary time,” but there is nothing
ordinary about the mysterious workings of God in our midst. May this
Ordinary Time be extraordinary as we witness the Holy Spirit moving all
around us. We’re glad you’re here today!

To the parents of young children:
God put the wiggle in children, don’t feel like you have to suppress it in God’s
house – all are welcome! If you need to bring your child out of the service, the
nursery is open for you with a TV in it streaming worship.

*Indicates please stand as you are able
Prelude

Thy Word
God, We Gather As Your People

W&P #144
ACS #1038

Take My Life, That I May Be

ELW #583

Welcome
*Gathering Hymn

*Confession
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
All: Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.
All: Amen.
*Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

*Kyrie

Setting 8

All:

Leader:

All:

*This is the Feast

Setting 8

*Prayer of the Day
Leader: Let us pray. God among us,
All: we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our
hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message
Hymn

We Are Marching

ELW #866

First Reading – Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos.
4
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of
the land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell
grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit
with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of
sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The Lord has sworn by
the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Leader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Second Reading – 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from first Timothy.
12
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence.
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the
foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To
the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Leader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

Setting 8

*Gospel Lesson – Luke 16:1-13
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 16th chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What
is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management,
because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said
to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to
beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take
your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another,
‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with
their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make
1

friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is
gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then
you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to
you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs
to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.”
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

Pastor Molly Kuekes
Son of God, Eternal Savior

ELW #655

*Apostles’ Creed
Leader: Gathered into one body, we profess our faith using the words of
the Apostles’ Creed.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
Leader: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one
bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s good creation.
After each prayer petition:
Leader: God of Grace,

All: hear our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.

Musical Meditation

God Whose Giving Knows No Ending

ELW #678

*Offering Prayer
Leader: Let us pray. Gracious God,
All: In your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these
gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in
need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Preface
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the
resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body
people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

*Holy Holy Holy

Setting 8

*Words of Institution
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Pastor: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
All: Amen.
Distribution of Holy Communion and Offering
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, so please join us. You are invited forward
to kneel or stand at the altar rail to receive communion. If you prefer to
commune using the individually packaged elements, there are some on the altar
rail. If you are giving an offering, you may leave it in the offering plate near
the front on your way to the altar.
The Pastor will distribute the bread, let her know if you need a gluten-free
wafer. The worship assistant will distribute the wine. Let them know if you
prefer juice.
Lamb of God
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Communion Music

Here Is Bread

ELW #483

*Post Communion Blessing
Pastor: May the body and blood of Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
All: Amen.

*Post Communion Canticle

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High

ELW #857

*Prayer After Communion
Leader: Let us pray. God of the abundant table,
All: you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
*Blessing
Pastor: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
All: Amen.
Pastor: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Pastor: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
All: Amen.

*Sending Hymn

Rise Up, O Saints of God!

ELW #669

*Sending
Leader: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
All: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Will You Come and Follow Me

ELW #798

Pastor Molly's "Beginnings" Bible Study will continue this coming
Wednesday. There will be two ways to participate - 10:00am (in-person in the
Fellowship Hall) or 7:00pm (virtually through Zoom, link sent out Wednesday
mornings). This Wednesday we'll be studying the beginning of Luke, so
please read chapters 1 and 2 of Luke to prepare for our time together.

A Renewed Opportunity to work with young people is coming in October.
The Montagnard Tutoring Program will have a new name, new meeting time,
and new opportunities for those interested in being a mentor to a student in
elementary, middle school, or high school. It will still be a collaborative
ministry with Community in Christ Lutheran Church in Cornelius. We need
volunteers to mentor students and help with homework assignments. There
is no need to be a professional teacher, just the desire to help a neighbor.
Sessions will take place on Tuesday evenings at the church beginning in
October. Evenings will begin at 5:45pm with a supper provided by a member
of Community in Christ. Each volunteer will have a specific student/s to
mentor for the school year. You will have time to learn about each other,
work on weekly homework assignments, possibly build a project, and enjoy
some time playing games with others. These sessions will run from 6:00pm7:00pm. For more information watch for updates in our weekly bulletins
and/or contact Libby Holman (libholman@gmail.com) for more information.
Outreach has supported Paw Creek Elementary over the last 10 or so years,
but have not been able to send volunteers for the last 2 years. Now those of
us who did volunteer on a regular basis are no longer able to be at the school
to help. You can link your Harris Teeter Vic Card to Paw Creek by visiting
https://tie.harristeeter.com/together-in-education. Contact Karen Bryant with
any questions.

Youth Group Meeting!
October 2nd Following Worship
We will meet right after worship for a light lunch (kid-friendly of
course). Then we’ll hear Bible stories, sing songs, make crafts, and most
of all, have FUN!

Prayer List
please contact our administrative assistant, Danielle (announcementforamf@gmail.com), if you
want to add a name to the prayer list

Members: Elaine Beal, Greg Damron, Chris Dukes, Ranee Hedrick, Robin Hussey,
Pastor John Merck and Nancy Merck, Barbara McGee, Betty Mick, Robin Moore,
Betty Sigmon, April and Dustin Woolford, & Patti Skinner
Loved Ones: Rondal Bass (uncle of David Bass), Aiden Chirico (Edna Chirico's
grandson), Sherry Harrell (former member), Linda Holden (friend of Edna Chirico),
Cadie (Jan Huskey’s granddaughter), Elmer Sundlie (Karen Sundlie’s father),
Ronnie Thomas (father-in-law of Alyssa McGee Thomas), Juniper (Paul Lover’s
granddaughter), & Kimberly LaMore (daughter of Barbara and Jim McGee’s close
friend), Henry Coffey (Whitney Cartier’s friend), Jarrett Duvall (friend of Edna
Chirico), & Xuan (Thih’s wife)

Worship Leadership
Pastor – Rev. Molly Kuekes, pastormolly@amflc.org
Organist/Music Director – Penny Damron
Pianist/Choir Director – Patti Skinner
Guitarist – Charles Burton, Paul Lover, & Timothy Gentsch
Worship Assistant – Kathy Dukes
Livestream Operator – Ron Cartier
Ushers – Debra Sarvela & Jim McGee
Sound Board Operator – Terry Saunders

Come worship in-person:
8200 McClure Circle, Charlotte, NC 28216
Or find us online:
www.amflc.org
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