A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church
First Sunday of Advent
November 27th, 2022

By Bryson Graham
The season of Advent is about waiting for the coming of the Lord. We wait for
Christ’s arrival that happened two thousand years ago and for the arrival that
is yet to occur. We journey toward Bethlehem with holy anticipation to meet
the newborn king in the manger. Our bulletin covers for this season were
drawn by young artists of the church. May their depictions of the nativity
bring you joy this Advent season!

To the parents of young children:
God put the wiggle in children, don’t feel like you have to suppress it in God’s
house – all are welcome! If you need to bring your child out of the service, the
nursery is open for you with a TV in it streaming worship.

✚ indicates please stand as you are able

Prelude

Emmanuel
Wait For the Lord

W&P #36
ELW #262

Welcome
✚ Gathering Hymn

I Want to Walk as Child of the Light

ELW #815

✚ Advent Greeting

Children: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
✚ Hymn

Re-joice!

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Re-joice!

ELW #257

✚ Confession and Forgiveness

Pastor: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous
things.
All: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Pastor: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our
sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. God of new
beginnings,
All: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have
strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We
dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining
fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit
worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.
Pastor: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender
branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this
wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
All: Amen.
✚ Kyrie

O Come O Come Emmanuel

ELW #257

✚ Greeting

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.
✚ Prayer

of the Day

Leader: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
All: By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of
our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Merlin Family

Children’s Message
Hymn

This is the Day
This is the day, this is the day
that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made;
we will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this the day that the Lord has made.

First Reading – Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.
1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the
nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us
walk in the light of the LORD!
Leader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm – Psalm 122 (read responsively)
I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
2
Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7
Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.”
1

Second Reading – Romans 13:11-14
A reading from Romans.
11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.
Leader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

✚ Gospel

Acclamation

✚ Gospel

Lesson – Matthew 24:36-44

Gloria

WOV #640

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.”
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Molly Kuekes

✚ Hymn of the Day

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

ELW #244

✚ Nicene Creed

Leader: Gathered into one body, we profess our faith using the words of
the Nicene Creed.
All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
✚ Prayers

of Intercession

Leader: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for
a world that yearns for new hope.
After each prayer petition:
Leader: God, in your mercy,
✚ Sharing

All: hear our prayer.

of the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
Musical Meditation

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

ACS #949

(please stand as you are able)
✚ Offering

Prayer

Leader: Eternal God,
All: you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and
make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your
healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
✚ The

Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

✚ Preface

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with
the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
✚ Holy

Holy Holy

You Are Holy

ELW #525

✚ Words

of Institution

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
✚ The

Lord’s Prayer

David Haas

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we sing the prayer that Jesus
taught us.

✚ Invitation

to Communion

Pastor: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
All: Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion and Offering
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, so please join us. You are invited forward
to kneel or stand at the altar rail to receive communion. If you prefer to
commune using the individually packaged elements, there are some on the altar
rail. If you are giving an offering, you may leave it in the offering plate near
the front on your way to the altar.
The Pastor will distribute the bread, let her know if you need a gluten-free
wafer. The worship assistant will distribute the wine. Let them know if you
prefer juice.
Lamb of God

Now the Feast

Marty Haugen

Communion Music

Let Us Break Bread Together

ELW #471

(please stand as you are able)
✚ Prayer

After Communion

Leader: Let us pray. Faithful God,
All: in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to
earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all
your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this
holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth
in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
✚ Blessing

Pastor: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds
us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
All: Amen.

✚ Sending

✚ Advent

Hymn

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus

ELW #254

Sending

Family: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
✚ Advent

Sending

Re-joice!

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

ELW #257

Re-joice!

Leader: Go in peace, Christ is near.
All: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

The King Shall Come

ELW #260

The Youth Group will meet next Sunday, December 4th after worship!
Save the Dates!
Dec. 10th – Family Caroling at 9:30 a.m.
Dec. 11th – Advent Fellowship after Service

Women of the ELCA
Our December meeting/Christmas Party will be at Sharon Johnson’s house
on Saturday, December 3at 1:00 pm at 4237 Freedom Drive , Charlotte. We
will meet at the church about 12:30 and carpool, as Sharon doesn’t have a
lot of parking space at her house.
This is for all the women of the church, not just for those who regularly
come to the meetings---because you are all Women of the ELCA. This will be
a great chance for fellowship with friends, singing Christmas carols and
games,
You are welcome to bring a small gift to exchange (less than $5.00 value).
You can also bring a gas card for the Refugee Resettlement Project or
money to be applied towards buying books for the Baptismal
Bookshelf. Lunch will be potluck, so you can bring an appetizer, salad or
dessert if you’d like.

Is God a mighty fortress, solid and
unchanging? Is God a mystical, unknowable
force that floats around us like a vapor? How can
we speak of faith if we can't even speak of God
with any certainty? -Brian McLaren
Pastor Molly's Bible study starts this coming Wednesday! There will be two
ways to join - 10:00am in person in the Fellowship Hall, and 7:00pm through
Zoom (link sent out on Wednesday morning). We'll be using the Animate:Faith
series, and this week our topic is God: Faith is A Quest. Hope to see you in
person or on Zoom Wednesday!
It's time to order poinsettias for Christmas Eve! Order forms are on the front table in
the narthex. Poinsettias are $16 this year, and the final day to place an order is Sunday,
December 11th.

For our Angel Tree this year, we'll be collecting gift cards
to be given to the Lutheran Services Carolinas refugee
resettlement office in Asheville. LCS will then distribute
the gift cards to refugee families that they work with in
the area. We're specifically asking for Walmart and Shell
gift cards - any amount is greatly appreciated!

Please place your gift cards in the
offering plate on Sunday
mornings. During the week, you
can place the gift cards in our
locked postal mailbox in the
parking lot. We need all gift cards
by Sunday, December 18th to be
sent to Asheville by Christmas.

Prayer List
please contact our administrative assistant, Danielle (announcementforamf@gmail.com), if
you want to add a name to the prayer list

Members: Elaine Beal, Greg Damron, Chris Dukes, Ranee Hedrick, Robin Hussey,
Pastor John Merck and Nancy Merck, Barbara McGee, Betty Mick, Robin Moore, Betty
Sigmon, April and Dustin Woolford, Patti Skinner, Willie Graham, and Amy Johnson
Loved Ones: Rondal Bass (uncle of David Bass), Aiden Chirico (Edna Chirico's
grandson), Sherry Harrell (former member), Linda Holden (friend of Edna Chirico),
Cadie (Jan Huskey’s granddaughter), Elmer Sundlie (Karen Sundlie’s father), Ronnie
Thomas (father-in-law of Alyssa McGee Thomas), Juniper (Paul Lover’s
granddaughter), & Kimberly LaMore (daughter of Barbara and Jim McGee’s close
friend), Henry Coffey (Whitney Cartier’s friend), Jarrett Duvall (friend of Edna
Chirico), Xuan (Thih’s wife), Students and Staff at Paw Creek Elementary School, &
Navariz Family (Jan Huskey’s family)

Worship Leadership
Pastor – Rev. Molly Kuekes, pastormolly@amflc.org
Organist/Music Director – Penny Damron
Pianist/Choir Director – Patti Skinner
Guitarist – Charles Burton, Paul Lover, & Timothy Gentsch
Worship Assistant – Chris Dukes
Livestream Operator – Doug Wells
Ushers – Lynda Geruschat & Joe Brigman
Sound Board Operator – Junior Bryant
Acolyte – Libby Merlin
Crucifer – Bryson Graham

Come worship in-person:
8200 McClure Circle, Charlotte, NC 28216
Or find us online:
www.amflc.org
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