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Pastor’s Article
October was an incredibly busy month here at
A Mighty Fortress! From volunteering downtown
with Hearts 2 Hands, to having a record-breaking
participation in the CROP Walk, we stayed active as
a congregation. The Men’s Group gathered for
breakfast and fellowship, and the tutoring group
gathered for dinner and planning. We had a
beautiful work day where volunteers helped spruce
up our property both inside and outside (after
enjoying donuts of course). We filled our new
Baptismal Promise Bookshelf with wonderful books
for the youngest members among us, and we
enjoyed a yummy meal from Soul Bistro’s Food
Truck. Phew! God has been busy here at A Mighty
Fortress!
Among the hustle and bustle last month
brought, Karl and I carved out time to take
Wade to visit Patterson Farm near Mooresville.
We went dressed in our fall clothes, only to
regret that decision as the afternoon sun beat
down on us. Wade enjoyed crawling all over
the playground, picking out pumpkins for the
family (Eden and Bowser included of course),
and feeding the goats at the petting zoo. His
favorite activity, however, was the tractor
ride. Memorized by the big wheels, I’m sure
he could have stayed on the tractor trailer all
day. We had a wonderful fall day!
I pray that you all are able to carve out
time for yourself in the coming weeks.
Whether you are busy at work, busy running
to doctor appointments, busy hanging out

with the grandkids, or busy doing whatever
exhausts you, I pray that you find peace
among the hustle and bustle.
What does finding peace look like to you? Is
it spending time with your family? Is it curling up
with a good book? Is it trying a new recipe in the
kitchen? Is it going for a walk? Is it getting a nap
in? Finding peace will look different to everyone.
We’re coming up on a busy time of the year.
May God meet you in those peaceful moments,
where you get refreshed and reenergized, where
you find joy and love, where you take a step back
from the chaos of this life. May God’s presence be
intimately known to you in these moments.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Molly

Update from the Resource Ministry Team on the Financial Health of AMF
The Resource Team has completed a 3rd quarter financial health check. If you
will recall from the mid-year financial health check, we were not doing too well
– which unfortunately is still the case.
There are 3 numbers that we look at each month with Council to determine
how we are doing. These are:
1. The money that came in (how much was donated in regular giving)
2. The money that went out (how much we spent)
3. The amount of money that we planned to come in and go out (the
budget)
If we were really good in our budget planning, the 3 sets of numbers are the
same, or very nearly so. We’re never that good.
If we are lucky, the “in” number is more than the “out” number. We can call
this an “innie” month. We like innies!
If we are not so fortunate, the “out” number is more than the “in” number. We
can call this an “outie” month. We don’t like outies so much – even if they
don’t collect as much lint.
So, we need everyone to do a little “navel gazing” (a physical metaphor for the
spiritual act of looking inward) and consider how you might help us turn the
4th quarter into a really big “innie!!” If you are a long-time member, new
member, or frequent visitor, please consider how you might chip in.
So, that’s enough omphaloskepsis for this month. If you would like to discuss
options for giving, such as through pre-tax dollars or online giving, please
reach out to one of the navel observers below:
Greg Damron (Treasurer)
Terry Saunders (Account Payable person - or the outie guy)
Rick Rozzelle (General Ledger person and Resource Board Chair)

This Past Month at AMF
The CROP Walk was a raging success – the best ever! We had 36 human
participants and 5 dog participants. So far, we have raised $4,580, but we still
have donations coming in. Thank you to all who participated or supported our
participants in any way! Together we are fighting hunger!

This Past Month at AMF
Thank you to everyone who
volunteered at our work day in
October – we had an excellent
turnout!

This Past Month at AMF
We honored Bob Stroup with
the Lutheran Men in Mission
Lifetime Membership
Memorial on October
23rd. Thanks to all his
family and friends who came
to celebrate this special
award.

We had a great turn out for our
Senior Moment Workshop on Oct
19. 20 people came and heard
about a tax-free charitable
distribution of their IRA and they
practiced balance and strength
building exercises to help prevent
falls. We will have more Senior
Moments in the future. If you have
suggestions for workshops, please
give them to Diana Graham or Libby
Holman. Thanks Mary Merlin, Katie
Williams, and Greg Damron for the
workshop.

Hearts 2 Hands

Several folks from AMF joined 40 other volunteers at Hearts 2 Hands last
month! They helped pass out 160 cheeseburgers, 160 hotdogs, a dozen wagon
loads of clothing, 75 hygiene kits, 120 donuts from Dunkin, 80 pounds of
bananas, 50 Chick-fil-A sandwiches, 35 quarts of popcorn and snacks, and
several hot delicious sides from the Coulwood Sportspage to people
experiencing homelessness in downtown Charlotte. What a way to share God's
love!!!

Lutheran Men in Mission meets every 2nd Saturday of the month. The next
meeting is Saturday November 12th at 9:00am.

Women of AMF - Women of the ELCA
Our December meeting/Christmas Party will be at Sharon Johnson’s house
on Saturday, December 3at 1:00 pm at 4237 Freedom Drive , Charlotte. We
will meet at the church about 12:30 and carpool, as Sharon doesn’t have a
lot of parking space at her house.
This is for all the women of the church, not just for those who regularly
come to the meetings---because you are all Women of the ELCA. This will be
a great chance for fellowship with friends, singing Christmas carols and
games,
You are welcome to bring a small gift to exchange (less than $5.00 value).
You can also bring a gas card for the Refugee Resettlement Project or
money to be applied towards buying books for the Baptismal
Bookshelf. Lunch will be potluck, so you can bring an appetizer, salad or
dessert if you’d like.

Our congregational meeting will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday,
November 13th after worship. This meeting is required by our
constitution to approve the 2023 budget and council members. Please
make every effort to attend this meeting. Thank you!
Youth Group Meeting!
Sunday, November 6th - Following Worship
We will meet right after worship for a light lunch (kid-friendly
of course). Then we’ll hear Bible stories, sing songs, make
crafts, and most of all, have FUN!

Pastor's Bible Study will be kicking off again in Advent. There will be 2
options to join each Wednesday - 10:00am in person at the Fellowship
Hall and 7:00pm through Zoom. Stay tuned for more details!

Baptismal Promise Bookshelf
When children are baptized, we as a congregation
promise to help them grow in faith. To live into
that promise, we have created a bookshelf just for
children with lots of books to help them grow in
faith...and it's finally up in the narthex! We hope
this bookshelf will let children know that they are
important to us, that they matter, and above all,
that they are unconditionally loved! Please take a
few moments to look at the bookshelf when you
get a chance!

“As a church called to welcome the stranger, and as the North Carolina Synod,
we are asking you to help us care for and welcome refugee families." —Bishop
Tim Smith, NC Synod
Our Angel Tree will be going up soon! Bishop Tim Smith has challenged all
North Carolina congregations to get involved with refugee resettlement, and
this is one way we are taking on his challenge! This year, we will be collecting
gift cards to be given to the Lutheran Services Carolinas refugee resettlement
office in Asheville. LCS will then distribute the gift cards to refugee families
that they support in the area. Be on the lookout for more information about
this special project!

November Anniversaries & Birthdays
Anniversaries

November 10th – Barbara & Jim McGee
November 21st – Leslie & Joe Brigman
November 21st – Robin & Brian Hussey

Birthdays

November 2nd – Randy Hedrick
November 2nd – Jan Huskey
November 8th – Pastor Molly Kuekes
November 11th – Margurette Straley
November 17th – Phillip Hughes
November 19th – Eric Hoffman
November 25th – Patti Skinner
November 30th – Diana Graham
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17

18

19
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26

Worship Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Book Study
7:30 p.m.
6

7

Youth Group
after Worship

13

9

WELCA
4:00 p.m.
Tutoring
5:45 p.m.
14

Congregation
Meeting after
Worship Council Meeting
to Follow
20

8

Book Study
7:30 p.m.

15

16

Tutoring
5:45 p.m.

21

Book Study
7:30 p.m.

22

23

Tutoring
5:45 p.m.
27

28
Family Life
Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Hearts to Hands
Happy
Thanksgiving!
29

Tutoring
5:45 p.m.

30

