A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church

Maundy Thursday

March 28, 2024

Tonight, we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central
focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal.
As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in

humble service to one another. We’ll participate in a hand washing ritual to
show this humble service to our neighbors.

To the parents of young children:

God put the wiggle in children, don'’t feel like you have to suppress it in God’s
house - all are welcome! If you need to bring your child out of the service, the
nursery is open for you with a TV in it streaming worship.

* Indicates an invitation to rise or stand



Prelude Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW #347

When You Prayed Beneath the Trees AMF Choir
Welcome

*The Invocation

Pastor: We gather to worship in the name of the Father who loves us, in the
name of the Son who gives us new life, and in the name of the Spirit who brings
wholeness and healing.

All: Let us worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. May our love
for one another be a reflection of the true love of God in Jesus Christ.

*Opening Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW #631
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*Confession and Forgiveness

Pastor: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and
each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the
community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God
and with one another.

Pastor: Most merciful God,

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name
of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
All: Amen.

*Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

*Pravyer of the Day

Leader: Let us pray. Eternal God,

All: in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for
all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of
service. Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our
life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh
our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.




First Lesson — Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

A Reading from Exodus.

The LorD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for
you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. “If a household is
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. [°Your
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep
or from the goats. ¢You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then
the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. “They
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the
houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall
eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. °Do not eat
any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and
inner organs. °You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that
remains until the morning you shall burn.] This is how you shall eat it: your
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you
shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lorp. '?For I will pass through the
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgments: I am the LorD. !3The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as
a festival to the LorD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson — 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, *and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” 2°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.” 2®For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.




*Gospel Acclamation Let Your Steadfast Love Setting 8
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, (@] Lord.

*Gospel Lesson —John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the thirteenth chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: 'Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end. ?The devil had already put it into
the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper
3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he
had come from God and was going to God, “got up from the table, took off his
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. >Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was
tied around him. ®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you
going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash
my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!” 1%Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except
for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.”
11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are
clean.”



12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? !3You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. *So if I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.
18Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. YIf you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.”

31"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.
32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. 3Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going,
you cannot come.” 3*I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 3°By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Molly Kuekes
*Hymn of the Day Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW #359
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2 With grate-ful joy and ho -1ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un- known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.

Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.



Handwashing
Pastor: We have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he has
loved us. We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another,
to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our commitment to this
loving service is signified in the washing of hands.

(Those willing to have water poured on their hands and towel dried by another person are invited to

come forward. The person in front of you will wash your hands,; then you will wash the hands
of the person behind you.)

Handwashing Hymn Will You Let Me Be Your Servant ELW #659
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2 We are pil - grims on a  jour - ney, we are  trav - ’lers
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile and bear the load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.

*Apostles’ Creed

Leader: Gathered into one body, we profess our faith using the words of the

Apostles’ Creed.

All:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.




I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

Leader: Trusting in Jesus who gave his life for the world, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Leader: God who kneels to wash our feet, gather your church around the world
during this holy week. Humble the powerful and lift up any who are marginalized.
Renew our faith and make us bold in service and love to our neighbors. Merciful God,
All: receive our prayer.

Leader: God who blesses the grain of the soil and the fruit of the vine, inspire in
us a reverent care for the earth. Sustain fields, gardens, and wild places, that all
people are fed and every living thing flourishes. Merciful God,

All: receive our prayer.

Leader: God whose greatest commandment is love, guide all who govern by the
principle of love. Transform unjust human systems that oppress some for the gain of
others. Restore communities as places of justice and concern for those who are
vulnerable. Merciful God,

All: receive our prayer.

Leader: God who was betrayed, comfort people everywhere who have suffered
abuse at the hands of someone they knew and trusted. Heal the bodies, minds, and
hearts of victims of exploitation. Help all in pain to know that you are near
(especially). Merciful God,

All: receive our prayer.

Leader: God who sits at the table with us, grant the joy of your presence to people
celebrating first communion today, and to all who share the meal. Strengthen
communities of faith in grace and courage. Merciful God,

All: receive our prayer.
(Here other intercessions may be offered.)

Leader: God who brings new life out of death, we pray with thanks for the lives of
those who have joined the communion of saints (especially). In our holy meal,
connect us to the faithful who have gone before us, and nourish us as your people
living today. Merciful God,

All: receive our prayer.

Leader: Receive these prayers, loving God, for the sake of the One who loved us
to the end, Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
All: Amen.




*Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.

Offertory Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am ELW #814
Offertory Response (Singing verse 1, 2, and 1 again) ELW #472
Eat This Bread

Jesus Christ, Bread of Life
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.”
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*QOffering Prayer

Leader: Let us pray. God of good gifts,

All: receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful
service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you
in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus,
the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.




*The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

*Preface
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You
gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy Setting 8
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*Words of Institution

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

Pastor: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
All: Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, so please join us!

You are invited forward to kneel or stand at the altar rail to receive communion. If you
prefer to commune using the individually packaged elements, there are some on the altar
rail. We have wine and bread to distribute, but let the pastor or worship assistant know if

you prefer juice or a gluten-free wafer. If you are worshiping from home, know that we are
Joined together by the bodly of Christ through this special meal.

Lamb of God Jesus, Lamb of God W&P #76
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Communion Hymn ELW #342
There in God’s Garden
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2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See how its branch - es reach to us n wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on  its branch - es see  the scars of suf - f'ring;
our greed has starved fit, our de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
Sor - row, I will give  bless - ing.”
5 This is my ending 6 All heav’n is singing,
this my resurrection; “Thanks to Christ whose passion
into your hands, Lord, offers in mercy
I commit my spirit. healing, strength, and pardon.
This have I searched for; Peoples and nations,

now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

*Post-Communion Blessing

take it, take it freely!”

Amen! My Master!

Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
us and keep us in his grace.

All: Amen.



*Prayer After Communion

Leader: Let us pray. Lord Jesus,

All: in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your
body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will
show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Stripping of the Altar Stay with Me ELW #348

The linens, paraments, and candles are removed from the altar and chancel in remembrance
of our Lord’s humiliation and dedlication to servanthood. There is no Benediction, but you're
invited to a moment of reflection as the Dismissal music Is played.

Reflective Dismissal Ah, Holy Jesus ELW #349

Good Friday, March 29t at 7:00pm
Join us as we hear the story of Jesus on trial before being sentenced to death. We'l
extinguish candles as we read the solemn story, knowing the promise that the tree
around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life.

Easter Sunday, March 315t at 10:00am
(Easter breakfast at 8:30am. Cross Decorating at 9:15am.)
This is the aday the Lord has made! Christ is risen,
and through him all creation is made new!
Come hear the story of Jesus’ resurrection and help place flowers on the Easter cross!

All services will be streamed on our Youtube channel.
If you would like a ride to any of the services,
reach out to Pastor Molly — we have people
who are willing to pick others up for the services!



Prayer List

Members: David Bass, Lynda Booth, Karen Bryant, Pastor Mary and
Richard Lautensleger, Barbara McGee, Linda Meyer, Pastor John and
Nancy Merck, and Betty Mick.

Loved Ones: Students and Staff at Paw Creek Elementary School, Russell
and Tammy Bridges, Mark Carolla (friend of Edna and John), Jonathan
Davis (family of Mia Strong), Carol Howell (friend of the church), Anthony
Long (incarcerated friend of the church), Tim Smith (NC Synod Bishop),
and Isabel and Elmer Sundlie (Karen’s family).

Worship Leadership

Pastor - Rev. Molly Kuekes, pastormolly@amflc.org
Organist/Music Director - Penny Damron
Pianist/Choir Director - Patti Skinner
Guitarists - Charles Burton, Paul Lover, & Timothy Gentsch
Ushers - Terry Saunders & Jeanna Sheldon
Worship Assistant - Mary Merlin
Sound Board Operator - Doug Wells
Livestream Operator - Chris Dukes

Come worship in-person:
8200 McClure Circle, Charlotte, NC 28216

Or find us online:
www.amflc.org
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