
A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 19th, 2023 

 
These 40 days of Lent are a time to reflect and remember, to look forward and 
ahead.  The season of Lent reminds us that God is not yet through with us or 
our world. Amid our own dependence on God, we know by faith that God is 
even now at work, drawing us toward the resurrection and restoration of the 

world.  Welcome to worship today! 
 
 
 

To the parents of young children: 
God put the wiggle in children, don’t feel like you have to suppress it in God’s 
house – all are welcome!  If you need to bring your child out of the service, the 

nursery is open for you with a TV in it streaming worship.  



*Indicates please stand as you are able 
 

Prelude                             God, We Gather As Your People                 ACS #1038 
                                                    Wait for the Lord                                ELW #262 
 
Welcome 
 
*Gathering Hymn             I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                       ELW #332 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness                         
 

Pastor: In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks 
with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
All: Amen. 
Pastor: Holy one, 
All: we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not 
trusted your promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to 
recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us 
again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your 
love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 



Pastor: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call 
out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 

and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are 
forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
All: Amen. 
 

*Kyrie                           Setting 3 
Choir sings petitions, congregation sings response, “Lord, have mercy.” 

 
 



*Prayer of the Day 
 

Leader: Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come 
among us.    
All: By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the 
darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
Children’s Message                       Hiking Sticks                      Maverick & Obie                   
 
Hymn                        He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand                     verse 4 
 

He’s got the little bitty baby in his hand,  
He’s got the little bitty baby in his hand,  
He’s got the little bitty baby in his hand,  

He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
 
First Lesson – 1 Samuel 16:1-13  
 
 A reading from first Samuel. 

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 
of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, 
‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and 
said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 
anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not 
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 



chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise 
and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then 
set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm - Psalm 23                                                                                        Tone 3 
Congregation is invited to sing both parts. 

 
   1The LORD

| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. 
 

Second Lesson – Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
 A reading from Ephesians. 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 
children of light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it 
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 



 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.”  
 
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                  Let Your Steadfast Love                       Setting 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel Lesson – John 9:1-41 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 
one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had 



seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used 
to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they 
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, 
“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 
his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who 
is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said 
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this 
is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 
sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I 
do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What 
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I 
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear 
it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled 
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, 
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out. 



 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, 
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see 
may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said 
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
sin remains.”  
 
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                              Pastor Molly Kuekes 
 
*Hymn of the Day          I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light             ELW #815 

 



*Apostles’ Creed 
 

Leader: Gathered into one body, we profess our faith using the words of 
the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession  

 
Leader: Surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, let us pray for the 
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
Leader: Faithful God, shower the world with your lovingkindness, 
All: that all may know your peace. 
Leader: Open our eyes to the needs of our neighbors, 
All: that all may know your love. 
Leader: Comfort the sick and dying, 
All: that all may know your mercy. 
Leader: Guide our leaders in the way of truth, 
All: that all may know your justice. 
Leader: Focus our hearts on the way of the cross, 
All: that all may have faith in you. 
  
Leader: Let us pray in the words of Martin Luther: 
All: Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled. My Lord, fill 
it. I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. 



Leader: I am cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that my love 
may go out to my neighbor.  
All: I do not have a strong and firm faith; at times I doubt and am 
unable to trust you altogether.  
Leader: O Lord, help me.  Strengthen my faith and trust in you.  
All: In you I have sealed the treasure of all I have. I am poor; you are 
rich and came to be merciful to the poor. I am a sinner; you are 
upright. 
Leader: With me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the fullness of 
righteousness.  
All: Therefore I will remain with you, of whom I can receive, but to 
whom I may not give. Amen.  
 

*Peace– please remain where you are 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  

 
Musical Meditation                 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am                    ELW #814 
Sing verse 1, verse 2, and verse 1 again 

       Verse 1 

 
              Verse 2 

Walk with me life's jour-ney, Lord. 
With Your Spi-rit, me, afford. 

Cleanse my heart and set me free 
To live for Thee. 

 
(please stand as you are able) 
 
 
 



*Offering Prayer  
 

Leader: Let us pray. God of good gifts, 
All: receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 
service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you 
in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, 
the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

*Words of Institution  
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



*Invitation to Communion  
 
 Pastor: Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  

All: Amen. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

 
If you are communing from home, know that we are joined together to the body 

of Christ through this special meal. You’re invited to commune yourself or 
commune others in your household.  Typical distribution phrases are “the body 
of Christ, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”  If you are in 
the sanctuary, please wait for the Pastor to say the distribution phrases, and 

then you’ll commune yourself.   
 

 
Lamb of God                              Jesus, Lamb of God      W&P #76 
Verse will be sung three times                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The communion bread that we will use during Lent was lovingly made by 
our Youth Group.  Thank you, Jason, Will, Libby, Bryson, and Wren. 



Communion Hymn                            Eat this Bread                     ELW #472 

 

 
Communion Hymn                  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                ELW #484 

 

 



(please stand as you are able) 
 
*Prayer After Communion  
 

Leader: Let us pray. Embodied God,  
All: at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes 
of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of 
our neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
 

*Blessing 
 

Pastor: God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and 

the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
All: Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn             Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness         ELW #843 

 
 



*Sending – from Psalm 51 
 
Leader: Create in me a clean heart O God,  
All: and renew a right spirit within me. 
Leader: Cast me not away from your presence O Lord, 
All: and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Leader: Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  
All: and renew a right spirit within me.   
Leader: Go in peace, sustained in love. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude                                  Bring Forth the Kingdom                           W&P #22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During Lent the Outreach Team will be collecting items used to fill the ZOOM Bags 
for the homeless.  As you shop and are able, we could use any of the following items: 

• Small bags of chips, cookies, nuts 

• Packs of crackers 

• Fruit cups, apple sauce or boxes of raisins 

• Protein or granola bars 

• Small cans of Vienna sausages 

• Small bottles of water 

All items donated can be placed in the container by the cart in hallway. Sundays in 
Lent include: 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26, and 4/2.  
Thanks for your support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Outreach Ministry Project  

During Lent  

 

Pastor Molly will be leading a Wednesday Bible study series during Lent using 
Animate:Faith.  There will be two ways to participate: 10am in the Fellowship Hall or 

7pm through Zoom (link sent out Wednesday mornings).  If you want a ride to the 
10am session, let Pastor Molly know - we have people ready to help with ride-

shares!  We hope to see you in-person or virtually for this series! 

Easter Flowers 
 

The deadline for ordering Easter plants is March 26th. Order forms are 
available in the narthex. 

 This year Easter lilies are $15 &  Begonias are $16.50. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Community Youth Project Fundraiser  
LMM will be installing a commercial grade basketball goal for the youth in our 
community. This will also include a sign dedication and upkeep of this area for 
recreational use.   
Goal: $5,000  
Currently Raised: $1,400 as of 2/11/23  
If you would like to support this great cause, please give money to Dwayne Graham, 
Chris Dukes, or Terry Saunders. Make checks payable to A Mighty Fortress Lutheran 
Church and earmark it for "LMM Youth Project"  
 

Pooch Party / Charlotte Checkers Game  
Who: All are invited. Kids 16 and under get in free.  
Where: Bojangles Coliseum  
When: March 26th @ 1pm  
Cost: $22   
RSVP by contacting Dwayne Graham @ 704-726-8215  
 

The word is getting out that we have a tutoring program at AMF.  Last week, a 
mom came to AMF and asked if she could enroll her 4 year old in our tutoring 

program.  She speaks Spanish and her child is at Paw Creek in the pre-K 
program but she wants to do everything she can to help her child be 

successful. 
So, we need someone who can teach the colors, count to 10, and read stories 
to a 4-year-old.  Does that sound like something God is calling you to do on 
Tuesday evenings from 5:45-7:00?  Think about it, pray about it.  Let Libby 
Holman or Pastor Molly know if you are interested or have questions. Can 

start immediately. 

RED ALERT!!!! 
Or for those who have actually been reading the previous financial updates: 

OUTIE ALERT!!!! 
 

Our outie has been showing for January and February 2023!!  We’ve spent 
more than we received for both months. Plus, we’re facing some budgetary 
and inflationary challenges for 2023 – just as many of each of us are facing 

individually. For AMF, things like routine HVAC maintenance, custodial costs, 
the need for carpet cleaning, and unexpected plumbing costs are hitting us 
this year.  Your financial support each month is important, so we can keep 

the lights on for you at AMF. 

Please email any April newsletter articles, pictures, or calendar dates to 
Danielle (announcementforamf@gmail.com) by Monday, March 27th. 

mailto:announcementforamf@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Week & Easter Worship Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday – April 2nd at 10:00am 
Join us as we wave palms and hear of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  We’ll 
have a dramatic reading with instruments to tell the story of Holy Week.  
 
Maundy Thursday – April 6th at 7:00pm (Soup Supper before starting at 5:00pm) 
Join us as we hear of Christ’s last meal with his disciples. As Jesus washed his 
disciples’ feet, we’ll participate in a hand washing ritual during the service, 
symbolizing the call to give and receive love in humble service to one another.   
 
Good Friday – April 7th at 7:00pm 
Join us as we hear the story of Jesus on trial before being sentenced to death.  We’ll 
extinguish candles as we read the solemn story, knowing the promise that the tree 
around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. 
 
Easter Sunday – April 9th at 10:00am (Easter breakfast before starting at 7:30am) 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is 
made new! Come hear the story of Jesus’ resurrection and help place flowers on the 
Easter cross! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
please contact our administrative assistant, Danielle (announcementforamf@gmail.com), if 

you want to add a name to the prayer list 

Members: Elaine Beal, Greg Damron, Robin Hussey, Pastor John Merck and Nancy 
Merck, Barbara McGee, Betty Mick, Robin Moore, Betty Sigmon, April and Dustin 
Woolford, Patti Skinner, Willie Graham, Richard Lautensleger, Lynda Geruschat, 

Dwayne Graham, & Debra Sarvela 
Loved Ones: Rondal Bass (uncle of David Bass), Aiden Chirico (Edna Chirico's 

grandson), Sherry Harrell (former member), Linda Holden (friend of Edna Chirico), 
Cadie (Jan Huskey’s granddaughter), Elmer Sundlie (Karen Sundlie’s father), Ronnie 

Thomas (father-in-law of Alyssa McGee Thomas), Juniper (Paul Lover’s 
granddaughter), Henry Coffey (Whitney Cartier’s friend),  Jarrett Duvall (friend of 

Edna Chirico), Xuan (Thih’s wife), Students and Staff at Paw Creek Elementary School, 
Navariz Family (Jan Huskey’s family), Audrey Fair (Diana Graham’s mother), Becky 
Perkins (former member), Jace Waller (Navy) & Andrew Pierce (Navy) (nephews of 
Robin Moore) & Deanna McAuliffe and Christopher (Lynda Geruschat’s sister and 

nephew) 
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Worship Leadership 
Pastor – Rev. Molly Kuekes, pastormolly@amflc.org  

Organist/Music Director – Penny Damron 
Pianist/Choir Director – Patti Skinner 

Guitarists – Charles Burton, Paul Lover, & Timothy Gentsch 
 Ushers – April Woolford & Rick Rozzelle 

Worship Assistant – Mary Merlin 
 Sound Board Operator – Joe Brigman 

Livestream Operator – Ron Cartier 
Acolyte –Amelia Woolford  

Crucifer – Grace Merlin 
 
 

Come worship in-person: 
8200 McClure Circle, Charlotte, NC 28216 

 
Or find us online: 

www.amflc.org  
 

 
 

   
    A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church         A Mighty Fortress Charlotte, NC 
 
 
 
Permission to podcast/stream/reprint the music in this service obtained from 

One License # A-401200, CCLI # 21027551 and CCLI # 21027568, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012159 
 All Rights Reserved. 
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