
A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church  

 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
June 26th, 2022 

 
 
 

The season of Pentecost makes up almost half the church year.  The Sundays 
following Pentecost are marked as “ordinary time,” but there is nothing 
ordinary about the mysterious workings of God in our midst.  May this 

Ordinary Time be extraordinary as we witness the Holy Spirit moving all 
around us.  We’re glad you’re here today! 

 

 
To the parents of young children: 

God put the wiggle in children, don’t feel like you have to suppress it in God’s 
house – all are welcome!  If you need to bring your child out of the service, the 

nursery is open for you with a TV in it streaming worship. 



*Indicates please stand as you are able  
 
Prelude                                  Holy, Holy                                      TFF #289 
                Bring Forth the Kingdom                           W&P #22 
Welcome 
 
*Gathering Hymn               Will You Come and Follow Me                     ELW #798 

 



 

*Confession 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 

God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 
All: Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
All: And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Kyrie              Setting 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All: 

Leader: 



 
*This is the Feast            Setting 8 

 
*Prayer of the Day 

  
 Leader: Let us pray. O Lord God,  

All: we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy 
set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from 



everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Children’s Message     
 
Hymn        We Are Marching             ELW #866 

 

 
First Reading – 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

 
A reading from first Kings.  
15Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness 
of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 
Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and 



you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 
your place. 
 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with 
the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left 
the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back 
again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned from following him, 
took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from 
the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. 
Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 

 
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading – Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 
 A reading from Galatians. 

1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
  
13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a 
single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another.16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, 
and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed 
to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the 
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I 
warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by 
the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
 
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



*Gospel Acclamation                              Setting 8  

 
 

*Gospel Lesson – Luke 9:51-62 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 9th chapter. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go 
to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did 
not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his 
disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he 
turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 
 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow 
you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell 
to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to 
the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                 Pastor Molly Kuekes 
 
 



*Hymn of the Day                    Spirit, Open My Heart                    ACS #1043 

 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
 

Leader: Gathered into one body, we profess our faith using the words of 

the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, 
the creation, and all in need. 

 

 After each prayer petition:  
 

Leader: God of grace,      All: hear our prayer. 

 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  

 
Musical Meditation              Just a Closer Walk with Thee                     ELW #697 

 



*Offering Prayer 
  

Leader: Let us pray. God of abundance: 
All: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear 
fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
*Preface 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Fulfilling the promise of the 
resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body 
people of every nation and tongue.  
 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 

*Holy Holy Holy                Setting 8 

 



*Words of Institution 
  

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion  
 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

All: Amen. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion and Offering 
 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, so please join us.  You are invited forward 

to kneel or stand at the altar rail to receive communion.  If you prefer to 
commune using the individually packaged elements, there are some on the altar 

rail.  If you are giving an offering, you may leave it in the offering plate near 
the front on your way to the altar. 

The Pastor will distribute the bread, let her know if you need a gluten-free 
wafer.  The worship assistant will distribute the wine.  Let them know if you 

prefer juice. 
 

 
 
 
 



Lamb of God                      Setting 8 

 
 
Communion Music                        In the Singing                            ELW #466 

   

 

*Post Communion Blessing 

Pastor: May the body and blood of Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in God’s grace. 

All: Amen.  



*Post Communion Canticle         Lord, I Lift Your Name on High          ELW #857       

 
 
*Prayer After Communion 
 

Leader: Let us pray. Life-giving God,  
All:  through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 

your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and 

stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

*Blessing 
 

Pastor: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All: Amen. 
Pastor: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

 
 
 
 



*Sending Hymn                   Lead Me, Guide Me                           ELW #768  
 

Refrain 
Lead me, guide me, along the way; for if you lead me, I cannot stray.  Lord, 

let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

1 I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r to help me over my weakest 
hour.  Help me through the darkness thy face to see. Lead me O Lord, lead me.  

Refrain 
 

2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, be my aid when Satan and sin 
oppress.  I am putting all…my trust in thee.  Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  

Refrain 
 

3 I am lost if you take your hand from me, I am blind without … thy light to 
see.  Lord, just always let me they servant be.  Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  

Refrain 
 
*Sending 
 
 Leader: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                        Step by Step                    W&P #132 
 
 
We will be participating in the Coulwood Fourth of 
July parade this year!  The parade takes place on 
Monday July 4th at 9:00am starting at Coulwood 
Middle School.  If you’d like to participate in the 
parade, please meet at A Mighty Fortress at 
8:00am that morning so we all can head over 
together.  Please signup ahead of time on the sheet at 
the church so we know to expect you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars!  The Lost Cajun Food Truck will be coming to A 
Mighty Fortress THIS Thursday, June 30th from 5:30pm-7:30pm.  Bring 
your friends, family, and neighbors out for a fun evening.  If you have 
them, bring camping chairs.  Pray for good weather for that evening so 

we can gather around a delicious meal.  We hope to see you there! 
 
 

Just a note, the July newsletter will be delayed. 

  Thank you for your patience! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Worship Leadership 
Pastor – Rev. Molly Kuekes, pastormolly@amflc.org  

Organist/Music Director – Penny Damron 
Pianist/Choir Director – Patti Skinner 

Guitarist – Charles Burton, Paul Lover, & Timothy Gentsch 
Worship Assistant – Pastor Mary Lautensleger 

Livestream Operator – Chris Dukes 
Ushers – Amy Johnson & Joe Brigman 

Sound Board Operator – Terry Saunders 
 

 
 
 

Come worship in-person: 
8200 McClure Circle, Charlotte, NC 28216 

 
Or find us online: 

www.amflc.org  
 
 

   
    A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church         A Mighty Fortress Charlotte, NC 
 
 
Permission to podcast/stream/reprint the music in this service obtained from 

One License # A-401200, CCLI # 21027551 and CCLI # 21027568, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012159 
 All Rights Reserved. 
 

Prayer List 

please contact our administrative assistant, Danielle (announcementforamf@gmail.com), if you 

want to add a name to the prayer list 

Members: Elaine Beal, Greg Damron, Chris Dukes, Willie Graham, Ranee Hedrick, 

Robin Hussey, Pastor John Merck and Nancy Merck, Barbara McGee, Betty Mick, 

Robin Moore, Betty Sigmon, and April and Dustin Woolford 

Loved Ones: Rondal Bass (uncle of David Bass), Aiden Chirico (Edna Chirico's 

grandson), Sherry Harrell (former member), Linda Holden (friend of Edna Chirico), 

Herb McClintock (Jeanna Sheldon’s dad), Kim Mick (Betty Mick’s daughter), Cadie 

(Jan Huskey’s granddaughter), Elmer Sundlie (Karen Sundlie’s father), Ronnie 

Thomas (father-in-law of Alyssa McGee Thomas), Juniper (Paul Lover’s 

granddaughter)  

 

 

Prayer List 

please contact our administrative assistant, Danielle (announcementforamf@gmail.com), if you 

want to add a name to the prayer list 

Members: Elaine Beal, Greg Damron, Chris Dukes, Willie Graham, Ranee Hedrick, 

Robin Hussey, Pastor John Merck and Nancy Merck, Barbara McGee, Betty Mick, 

Robin Moore, Betty Sigmon, & April and Dustin Woolford 

Loved Ones: Rondal Bass (uncle of David Bass), Aiden Chirico (Edna Chirico's 

grandson), Sherry Harrell (former member), Linda Holden (friend of Edna Chirico), 

Herb McClintock (Jeanna Sheldon’s dad), Kim Mick (Betty Mick’s daughter), Cadie 

(Jan Huskey’s granddaughter), Elmer Sundlie (Karen Sundlie’s father), Ronnie 

Thomas (father-in-law of Alyssa McGee Thomas), Juniper (Paul Lover’s 

granddaughter), & Kimberly LaMore (daughter of Barbara and Jim McGee’s close 

friend) 
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