A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church

3" Sunday after Pentecost
June 14, 2026

AS you g0,
proclaim the

good news

MATTHEW 10:7

Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy
people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we
too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world,
From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick,
and to share our bread with the hungry.

To the parents of young children:
God put the wiggle in children, don't feel like you have to suppress it in God'’s house —

all are welcome! If you need to bring your child out of the service, the nursery is
open for you with a TV in it streaming worship.

*Indicates an invitation to rise or stand



Prelude Blest Are They WOV 764
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak In your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your  call,
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shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.



*Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures
forever.
All: Amen.
Pastor: Let us confess our sin to God. Brief period of silence. Compassionate God,
All: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’'s name
we pray, Amen.
Pastor: Jesus says, “"Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
All: Amen.

*Prayer of the Day

Leader: Let us pray. God of compassion,

All: you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour
your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely
share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message Joyce Ohlson

First Lesson Exodus 19:2-8a

2[The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.? Then Moses
went up to God; the LorD called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the
house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: **You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now, therefore, if you
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, ¢ but you shall be for me a priestly
kingdom and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the
Israelites.”

’So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these
words that the Lorp had commanded him. 8 The people all answered as one,
“Everything that the LorD has spoken we will do.”

Leader: Word of God, Word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.



Second Lesson Romans 5:1-8

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also
boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, *and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, °>and hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed,
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we
still were sinners Christ died for us.

Leader: Word of God, Word of life
All: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Lesson Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the ninth chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

> Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every
sickness. *° When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. *’ Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; * therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

191 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. ° These
are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; ° Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and
Thaddaeus; “ Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.



> These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road
leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, °but go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of
heaven has come near.’ ® Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin
disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.
[? Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, *° no bag for your journey, or two
tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. ** Whatever town or
village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. ' As you
enter the house, greet it. *° If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if
it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. ** If anyone will not welcome you or
listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or
town. > Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah
on the day of judgment than for that town.

6T am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves. '’ Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and
flog you in their synagogues, *®and you will be dragged before governors and kings
because of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles. *° When they hand you over,
do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to
say will be given to you at that time, ?’for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of
your Father speaking through you. %' Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, *and you
will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. °When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly I tell you,
you will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man
comes.”]

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Clarence Pettit



*Hymn of the Day
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I Love to Tell the Story
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11 love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 1 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time | tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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1 love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause 1 know it’s true;
| love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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it sat - 1s - fles my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
'l sing the old, old sto-ry that I have loved so long.
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je -sus and his love.



*Apostles’ Creed
Leader: Living together in trust and hope we profess our faith.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession you may sit or stand as you are able

Leader: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs
of the world. A brief silence. God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a
holy people. As we observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people
who proclaim your liberating love. God of grace,

All: hear our prayer.

Leader: God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join
the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace,

All: hear our prayer.

Leader: God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end
to war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction, and sustain those
who advocate for peace. God of grace,

All: hear our prayer.

Leader: God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and
doubt. Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone struggling with
hopelessness, illness, or other worries. God of grace,

All: hear our prayer.

Leader: God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the
wisdom to know how best to serve our local community and our neighbors. God of
grace,

All: hear our prayer.

Leader: God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us as
we seek to follow those who have led your church. God of grace,

All: hear our prayer.

Leader: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

All: Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Leader: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.

Collection of Offering and Offertory

We thank you for all the ways this community contributes to
AMF- your donations to our various ministries and drives,
your gifts and skills to keep the church up and running, and

Give Me Jesus

your financial contributions. Your support enables us to

continue to live into God’s mission for the world! Thank you

*QOffertory Response

again!

ELW 770

Scan the QR code
to give online

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds Verse 4 ELW 367
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*Qffering Prayer

Leader: Let us pray. Loving God,

All: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

*Words of Institution

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

*Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: We pray together as Jesus taught us:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

Pastor: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
All: Amen.



Distribution of Holy Communion

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, so please join us. You are invited forward to kneel or
stand at the altar rail to receive communion of bread and wine. Please let a worship leader
know if you would prefer a gluten-free wafer or grape juice. If you prefer to commune using

the individually packaged elements, there are some on the altar rail.
For those worshiping virtually, now is the time to receive your
previously blessed elements.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Communion Hymn In the Singing ELW 466

*Prayer after Communion

Leader: Let us pray. Compassionate God,

All: through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

*Blessing

Pastor: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
All: Amen.



*Sending Hymn Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW 535

Refrain— sung twice each time
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strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to
*Sending
Leader: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises



Prayer List
Members: Greg Damron, Linda Sollinger and her family, Elaine Beal, Charles Burton, Penny
Damron, Helen Kane, Pastor Mary Lautensleger, Barbara McGee, Pastor John Merck, Robin
Moore, Terry Price, Harry Sheldon, Patti Skinner and Carol Stroup.

Loved Ones: Students & staff at Paw Creek Elementary School, Russell & Tammy Bridges,
friends of Grant & Esther Fulghum, Anthony Long & his sister’s family (friends of the church),
Linda Meyer’s sister (caretaker) & brother-in-law (cancer), Emily Hartner (NC Synod Bishop),

Elmer Sundlie, Ronnie Thomas (Father-in-law to Alyssa McGee Thomas), Cynthia Webb (friend
of Amy Johnson), Alyssa McGee Thomas (daughter of Barbara & Jim McGee), McClain Family,
Chris Normand, Eleanor & George Maksim (parents of Pamela Garn.)

You may send prayer requests or changes for the prayer list to admin@amfic.org

Worship Leadership
Pastor- Clarence Pettit
Worship Assistant — Joyce Ohlson
Organist/Music Director — Penny Damron
Pianist- Patti Skinner
Acolyte — Madelyn  Crucifer — Madeline
Ushers — Jim McGee and Jeanna Sheldon
Sound Board Operator — Terry Saunders
Livestream Operator — Chris Dukes

Scan the QR code
Submit a prayer request here: to give online

Permission to podcast/stream/reprint the music in this service obtained from One License # A-401200, CCLI # 21027551 and CCLI #
21027568, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012159. All Rights Reserved.
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Get ready to smile for the camera- over
the next month John Johnson will be taking family
pictures in the conference room before worship. We
will be making a picture directory to help Pastor
Stacey get to know everyone. Please stop by so we
can include you!

AMFE SENIORS GATHERING GROUP

Join us for our June Lunch

3635 Mt Holly-Huntersville Rd,
Charlotte, NC 28216
RSVP if you plan to attend.

Wednesday, June 17th at 11:30 am
Fiesta Patria Mexican Restaurant

Signup sheet at Church or Contact Martha Smith

procedures.

Are you an AMF Usher? Thinking
about signing up to be one next year?
Stay after worship on June 21% for a
brief training and review of

Mark your calendar for June 28"
for a celebration reception for

Pastor Pettit!

4™ of July Parade!

There is a sign up sheet on bulletin board for you
to sign up for participation in the
Coulwood July 4th parade.

Sign up as a walker or rider.

If you are bringing youth, indicate the number.
We will leave church at 8am. Parade launches
from Coulwood Middle at 9am.




